
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Dyngus Day Cleveland 
 
  
Your Project Title: Dyngus Day Cleveland 2018 

Your Project Summary: Dyngus Day Cleveland is a wonderful holiday to celebrate Polish-American culture, 

heritage, and tradition. Our goal in Cleveland is to not only make this a Polish Cultural festival, we also want 

to celebrate our Polka Heritage as well as the other Eastern European cultures still thriving in Cleveland. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The applicant demonstrated some evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy, although more detail on the activities planned and how they would be selected and via what 

criteria was missing - an error in the upload of the artistic documentation kept me from understanding more 

about the project. Organizational Capacity - The applicant demonstrated some evidence of organizational 

capacity, although more information on how this event is planned and implemented would have been 

helpful. Public Benefit - The applicant demonstrated some evidence of public benefit, however it was almost 

exclusively from the vantage point of community as a participant - did not see evidence of "meaningful 

engagement". In particular the statement in the narrative: "We want to give the community what they ask 

for" begs the question how will/does the applicant do the asking? It's not stated in the application. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Project has public benefit as demonstrated by a) engaging community in a meaningful way 

(encourages celebration and wider understanding/appreciation of Polish culture), b) using knowledge of 

community to plan and adapt, and c) providing a dynamic, accessible, free event for all to enjoy. Lots of 

effort put into marketing event and making sure the event, while specific to Polish culture, is inviting and 

interesting for all Clevelanders to attend. Organization seeks increased attendance and engagement with 

community therefore showing commitment to building with more partners. Arts/cultural vibrancy clear from 

diverse array of offerings at event, inclusion of arts/cultural professionals is execution of event. Event will 

inspire and challenge community to think differently by exposing people to a new culture and the arts, foods 

and more of that culture. Organization has many stakeholders involved in planning and actively seeks more. 

Business community is engaged, volunteers as well. Plan for event is solid, goals are clear and realistic. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The proposal is clear and promotes the arts and 

vibrancy of the project event by the substantial increase of participants from 1,000 a few years ago to now 

over 40,000 attendees. The applicant has presented sufficient support materials to undertake and 

accomplish the project and goals. I appreciated the focus of the event being a cultural festival for the 

community to enjoy and including a brief description of the local conditions and how through incorporating 

the arts would be beneficial to the neighborhood to help lessen neighborhood tensions between diverse 

cultures. This event highlights Eastern European culture. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Dyngus Day is a city-wide festival 

celebrating Easter Monday but has expanded to celebrate Polish, Polka and other Eastern European 

culture and heritage. The festival is accessible and inviting to its community and open to the public, reaching 

over 40,000 people for the 2017 festival. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The organization has engaged a 

diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete the project inspiring its community to 

be proud of their heritage with some humor as well it seems. Organizational Capacity: CAC funds will be 

used to cover security and clean-up needs for the festival. The plan for matching funds was not quantified 

but I am confident the organization can do it. The organization has planned as a team to set project goals, 

measure progress and evolve. Good luck achieving your stated goal of becoming the largest Dyngus Day 

celebration in the country! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Using funds to make a safe festival is a vague statement. Does this mean to hire police, private 

security or purchase fences to surround the events? How does this respond to the community’s needs? If 

you use funds for waste handling, does this mean renting a dumpster or paying janitors? Why not aim for 

close to zero waste event with notable recycling materials and stations? I am unsure of the diversity 

expected from the event participants. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

